
FEARLESS—1 
“Gideon” 

 
Tailor the following questions to fit the needs of your group.  Start with a 
BREAKING THE ICE question, then get real with two or three CONNECTING 
questions and end by challenging one another to TAKE IT HOME.  For those 
who want to explore God’s Word further, use the DISCOVERY QUESTIONS.   
 
KEY POINTS: 
1) Two Fear Factors:   

• Our lack of trust in God. 
• Our wrong beliefs about ourselves. 
• What has fear kept you from doing   
   that God is calling you to do?  

2) The Gideon: When God uses an unsure, insecure, and fearful person to do 
   the impossible.   
3) Gideon Truths: 

• With God, His strength through your weakness is exactly enough. 
• With God, the way forward is often backwards.  

 
BREAKING THE ICE: 
• What are some success philosophies that are popular today?   
• Share a time when you experienced God’s strength through your weakness?  

CONNECTING: 
1. Craig defined a “practical atheist” as a person who believes in God but 

lives as if God doesn’t exist. In what area of your life are you danger-
ously tempted to be a practical atheist?  

2. God saw Gideon as a mighty warrior. Gideon saw himself as weak and one 
of the least? What are some wrong beliefs about yourself that God is 
helping you to overcome? What does God say about you in His Word? 
What would it look like in your behavior if you believed what God says in-
stead of your feelings, weaknesses or circumstances?  

3. What promises did God make to Gideon? (see Judges 6:12,14,16,22) What 
does Gideon’s questions reveal about why he lacked trust in God? (6:13-15) 
What circumstances in your life make it difficult for you to trust God?   

4. What battle are you facing today that gives you cause for concern? What 
has fear kept you from doing that God wants you to do? What are you 
going to do about it?  What risks are you willing to make in order to experi-
ence God’s strength and sufficiency?  

5. In what way was Gideon just an average guy with common fears and weak-
nesses? In what ways can you relate to Gideon?  Where are you uncertain, 
cautious or afraid of God’s will or calling for your life? What are some of your 
negative absolutes? In what way are you feeling weak and outnumbered?  

 

TAKE IT HOME: 
1. What has fear kept you from doing that God is calling you to do? Ad-

dress your fears by honestly acknowledging to God your mistrust of Him.  Be 
honest about  any wrong beliefs about yourself and any negative absolutes 
that you have believed.  Begin rejecting these thoughts and replacing them 
with what God says. Build up your faith in God by focusing on His promises, 
His character and His past faithfulness.  

2. How has depending on your own sufficiency or focusing on your weaknesses, 
kept you from experiencing God’s strength?  What risk does God want you to 
take in order to experience His strength through your weakness?   When 
thinking or speaking of your weaknesses or your negative circumstances, end 
your thought with but God . . .   Example: I feel weak and inadequate but God 
is my adequacy ( 2 Cor.3:5-6). 

DISCOVERY QUESTIONS: 

1. Read Judges 6. 

• Prior to Gideon saving the day, what was the situation in Israel? (vv1-6)  
What did the oppressed and fearful Israelites do? (v7) How did God re-
spond? (vv7-10)  What did the Lord declare to Gideon? How did he re-
spond?  What questions did Gideon ask the Lord?  What do Gideon’s ques-
tions reveal about his fears?  

• Make a list of all the Lord’s declarations and promises to Gideon. Which of 
these promises apply to us today?  How difficult is it for you to simply take 
God at His Word and trust His promises? Why is God’s word sometimes not 
enough to convince us to trust God? 

• What fleeces (signs) did Gideon put out to test the Lord? When have you 
tried the “fleece” method of determining God’s will? What was the result? 
Like Gideon, were you tempted to do it again?  

• In one night, Gideon tore down an alter to the false god, Baal, built another 
and made sacrifices to the true God. What role do you think this played in 
the defeat of the Midionites? What would you like to “tear down” in your life? 
What would you like to “build up” to the glory of God?  

2. Read Judges chapter 7 through chapter 8 verse one. 

• Why did God want to reduce the size of Gideon’s army? What significance 
does God’s method of selecting the 300 man army have?  Why did God 
choose the men that lapped water? What was God trying to teach Gideon?  

• Why did God have Gideon spy on the enemy’s camp? (vv9-12) How did God 
confirm for Gideon that he had truly heard from God?  What means has God 
used to encourage and build up your faith?  

VERSES FOR FURTHER STUDY: 
Deuteronomy 6:13-19; Judges 6-8:1; Psalm 56:2-4; Isaiah 43:1-5; 2 Corinthians 
3:5-6, 11:30,12:9-10; Ephesians 6:10; Philippians 4:13; 2 Timothy 1:7 

THE WAY FORWARD IS OFTEN BACKWARDS 
YOU SERVE YOUR WAY AHEAD. 
YOU FORGIVE YOUR WAY TO GREATNESS. 
TO BECOME STRONG, YOU ARE WEAK. 
TO BECOME BIG, YOU ARE SMALL. 


