
Uncommon Study
Lesson: Watching God in Action

Lesson Overview

Biblical Passage 

Joshua 6:1–27; Hebrews 11:30

Supporting Passages

Joshua 5:13–15; 7:1–26; 8:1–29

Memory Verse

Hebrews 11:30

Biblical Truth 

God includes us as He accomplishes His purposes.

Context

Not only is God’s call uncommon, He also uses us in uncommon ways to accomplish His purposes. God used Joshua, a military
leader, to lead the Israelites against the well-fortified city of Jericho. But instead of using Joshua to lead a battle, God
instructed Joshua lead the priests followed by an army of Israelites around the city. Involving Joshua and the Israelites, God
accomplished an amazing victory in front of the Israelites, their enemies, and all who heard the news.

Learning Goals
Learners will understand that God does not depend upon their efforts to accomplish His purposes.●

Learners will value their inclusion in God’s purposes.●

Prayer Suggestions

As you prepare to teach this lesson, pray for those in your group.

Pray that learners will realize the trustworthiness of God to accomplish His purposes.●

Pray that learners will value the fact that God does not need people, but He desires to use us.●

Pray that God will reveal ways He desires to include learners in His purposes.●

Commentary

Investigation 
Joshua, Moses’ successor in leading the young nation of Israel into the promised land, had a divine encounter with God. God 
explicitly told Joshua how to take the city of Canaan, and His methods seemed quite unusual. God’s plan called for Joshua to 
take Jericho without military action, but by using an army of Israelites led by priests. Taking a fortified city by walking 
around it, blowing horns, and shouting was a strange method that involved a lot of people. God had proven His ways always 
succeed, and what seemed odd from a human perspective was the very way God chose to work. Involving Joshua and the 
Israelites, God accomplished an amazing thing in front of the Israelites, their enemy, and all who heard the news.

Joshua seemed to be the perfect candidate to lead God’s army against Jericho. He had the military training and knowledge to 
lead a great army. But God used Joshua in an uncommon campaign that did not involve the military at all.

God instructed him to lead the people in a march around the city of Jericho for seven days. They marched around the city 
once for the first six days, and on the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times. After the seventh time on the 
seventh day, the people heard a blast from a trumpet and then shouted, and the walls collapsed. When the walls fell down, 
the people charged straight in and took over the city. The only people allowed to live were Rahab and her family. The 
Israelites burned the city, killed the people, and took certain items into the treasury of the Tabernacle. The miraculous 
victory over Jericho was led by Joshua but accomplished by many. Before Joshua and the Israelites experienced their second 
victory, however, the sin of one Israelite had to be punished. Then God would grant Israel victory over their enemy. By way of 
ambush, Joshua and the Israelites defeated the city of Ai and were allowed to keep the riches for themselves. God included 
Israel in His plan.
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