
Uncommon Study
Lesson: Called to Obedience

Lesson Overview

Biblical Passage

Numbers 14:20–38

Supporting Passages

Numbers 13:1–14; Deuteronomy 1:19–40; Joshua 14:1–15; Judges 1:19–20

Memory Verse

Numbers 14:24

Biblical Truth

God will impose consequences on disobedience, but will reward faith.

Context

God’s covenant with Moses led the Israelites to the brink of their promised destination. After a reconnaissance party
returned and delivered opposing reports of their findings in the land—the people accepted the majority report. As a result,
the people sinned against God and suffered the consequences.

Learning Goals
Learners will contrast the consequences of obedience and disobedience.●

Learners will commit themselves to responding to God’s leadership with obedience.●

Prayer Suggestions

As you prepare to teach this lesson, pray for those in your group.

Pray that learners will be affected by the truth that obedience and disobedience have serious consequences.●

Pray that learners will respond to God’s Word with immediate obedience.●

Pray that God will consume learners with a desire to live holy lives that honor Him.●

Commentary

Investigation
God’s call to His people is uncommon. His call requires His people to be set apart in order to be used by Him, and then
requires their obedience to that call. No more than in the biblical account of the 12 spies scouting out the promised land is
God’s call to action more evident. The children of Israel stood ready to enter the land God had promised them when they left
Egypt. They had experienced the power of God in the exodus from Egypt and had found God faithful in everything He
promised. God promised they would enter and take the land before them (Num. 13:1–2). God commanded Moses to send in
men to see what God was giving them. Moses obeyed God and chose one man from each tribe to go and see the land of
promise (Num. 13:3–16). The land looked awesome. But 10 of the spies said it would be suicide to go into such a lopsided
situation (Num. 13: 28–29). Caleb, one of the 12 who went to assess the land, stepped up and told the people that with God’s
help they could take the land (v. 30). The 10 held their ground and convinced the rest of the Israelites to refuse to enter the
land (Num. 13:31–33).

Caleb and Joshua tried once more to convince the people to trust God’s promise. Instead the people chose to rebel against
God. God appeared to Moses at the Tent of Meeting or the Tabernacle (Num. 14:10). As a consequence of their rebellious
actions, God said He would strike the Israelites down with a plague as He had stricken the Egyptians, and start over with
Moses (Num. 14:11–12). The people were convinced of their inability to enter the land. But God’s power remained unshaken.
Speaking to Moses, God referred to His deliverance of His people from Egypt. The Egyptians had suffered the consequences
of keeping God’s people in bondage. Now, the Israelites were set against Him, and they too would suffer consequences.

Moses pleaded with God to show His love and forgiveness and to not destroy the people (Num. 14:13–19). The consequence
of Moses’ prayer was that God gave special care to Caleb and Joshua for their faith. God, consistent with His unchanging
character, forgave the people but did not tolerate their wickedness. The consequences of the people matched their
disobedience. The entire generation was condemned to wander in the desert for 40 years until the faithless generation
died—including 10 of the original 12 spies. However, two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, lived to enter the promised land. As
the consequence of their courageous faith in the midst of a fearful and unbelieving nation, God gave Caleb, Joshua, and their
descendants the power to seize the land.
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