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How to Use the Extra Discussion Guide

The DiscoveryExtra Discussion Guide
is a companion to Scripture Union’s 
Discovery daily Bible reading guide, 
published quarterly. The Discussion Guide
features a set of questions based on a
topic arising from the previous week’s
readings. It enables a small group or
Sunday School class to share personal
insights from their readings in God’s
Word that week and then discuss the
topic, using the suggested questions.

Each week’s DiscoveryExtra
discussion page will look like this:

To get the most from your 
discussion time, just follow these 5 simple steps:

w Prepare to read and discuss God's Word. That may include worship
and/or prayer.

w Share insights each has gained from the past week's readings.

w Read the passage chosen for your group’s 
discussion this week.

w Discuss the passage, using the discussion questions as a guide.

w Pray about what you’ve learned from God’s Word. You may use the 
Prayer Journal on the inside back cover of the Discovery daily Bible
Reading Guide for personal prayer reminders.

Will You Pay the Price?
READ: LUKE 9:18-27

1. “Being a Christian means that Jesus is there for you and will

help you take care of all your problems. He wants us to be

happy and have a good life.” Do you agree? Discuss your view.
2. What do you think Jesus means when he says we must “deny”

ourselves and “take up (our) cross” (23)? What does he mean

by a “cross”?

3. How do these words of Jesus sound to you? Are they wel-

come, frightening, challenging, etc? How do you think they

sound to non-believers or people seeking to know Jesus?
4. What might you or have you had to “deny” as a follower of

Jesus? Explain what and why.
5. Do you know people who have tried to “gain the world” and

ended up “losing their very self” (25)? If so, explain.6. What would you say to an interested non-believer who asked

you about the “costs” and “benefits” of following Jesus?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

JULY 8 –JULY 14



A New Look at Enemies
READ: PSALM 35 AND MATTHEW 5:43-48

1. “I don’t hesitate to pray for God to thwart and even punish
my enemies. Isn’t that what David and others did in Bible
times?” What would you say to this person?

2. What was the situation that David faced here? Do you think he
was justified in praying like this? Explain your answer.

3. In light of Jesus’ command to pray for our enemies, is this kind
of prayer appropriate for a Christian to pray today? Explain
why or why not.

4. Do you think it’s possible for most people to really love their
enemies? If so, explain how. Have you seen it happen? 

5. Why might a person decide to pray differently about their
enemy than David did? Have you seen it or experienced it
yourself?

6. Have you ever or ever felt like praying about an “enemy” the
way David did? Did you? If so, explain why. What might you do
or pray differently the next time?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Will You Pay the Price?
READ: LUKE 9:18-27

1. “Being a Christian means that Jesus is there for you and will
help you take care of all your problems. He wants us to be
happy and have a good life.” Do you agree? Discuss your view.

2. What do you think Jesus means when he says we must “deny”
ourselves and “take up (our) cross” (23)? What does he mean
by a “cross”?

3. How do these words of Jesus sound to you? Are they wel-
come, frightening, challenging, etc? How do you think they
sound to non-believers or people seeking to know Jesus?

4. What might you or have you had to “deny” as a follower of
Jesus? Explain what and why.

5. Do you know people who have tried to “gain the world” and
ended up “losing their very self” (25)? If so, explain.

6. What would you say to an interested non-believer who asked
you about the “costs” and “benefits” of following Jesus?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

JULY 8 –
JULY 14



Just Be Quiet and Listen!
READ: LUKE 10:38-42

1. “I want to spend some time with God during the week, but
I’m so busy and there are so many distractions. It just never
seems to work. What can I do?” What advice would you give?

2. What do you think was Martha’s basic problem here? How do
you think she should have reacted?

3. What are some of the obstacles (distractions, time demands,
etc.) that inhibit your time with God? How have you dealt or
are you dealing with them?

4. What might it mean for you to “sit at the feet of Jesus listen-
ing” (39)? Do you do it? If so, explain.

5. How do you recognize the voice of Jesus with all the “noise”
and competing voices vying for your attention each day? What
principles could guide someone wanting to listen to Jesus?

6. If it’s important to spend time listening to Jesus at other times
than just on Sunday at church, why is that so? What, if any-
thing, has it meant to you?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

JU
LY

 1
5 

–
JU

LY
  2

1



Prayer Isn’t For Sissies! 
READ: LUKE 11:1-13

1. “I don’t believe in nagging God. I tell God what I want once
and that should be enough. He won’t forget.” Do you agree
with this statement? Explain.

2. What was it that caused the man in this parable to get up and
give his friend the bread? 

3. What do you think Jesus is telling us about prayer here? What
is he saying about persistence and boldness?

4. Have you ever really kept up praying with God in a consistent
and persistent way? If so, why? What was the result? What did
you learn?

5. What can we learn about God in this parable? Have you
known God to be this way in answer to your prayers?

6. Why do you think it is necessary to ask God for what we
need—and, sometimes,  to keep on asking over and over?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

JULY 22 –
JULY 28



Beware of the Money Trap!
READ: LUKE 12:13-21 AND 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-10

1. “Having plenty of money is a great blessing and a sign of
God’s loving care. So why shouldn’t I want more?”  Do you
agree? How would you reply to this person?

2. What was the mistake this rich man made? Was it simply being
rich or something else? Explain your answer.

3. If a person’s life doesn’t consist in “the abundance of (their)
possessions” (15), what does it consist in? Explain and defend
your answer.

4. Do you know people like this rich man? If so, tell about them.
What are they and their life like? 

5. What do you think it means to be “rich toward God” (21)?
How does one get that way? Would you say you are? 

6. Are you tempted to seek to be rich? What temptations and
traps await people who love money? Have you experienced
any (or known someone who did)?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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“I’m Proud to be Humble”
READ: LUKE 14:1-11 AND PHILIPPIANS 2: 1-11

1. “If I don’t promote myself, no one else will. You have to pro-
mote yourself to get ahead. That’s just the way it is.” Do you
agree? What would you reply?

2. What did Jesus say is the danger in “exalting” oneself? Have
you seen or experienced that danger?

3. How would most people you know (including Christians) react
to these words of Jesus? Say why you think they’d react that
way. How do they strike you?

4. What temptations do you face to exalt yourself? How do you
deal with them? How successful have you been?

5. What are some practical ways that a person such as you can
“humble” themselves as Jesus commended? Have you tried
any? Explain.

6. Have you seen or experienced any examples of the humility
commended in Philippians 2:3-4? Are these practices really
possible in the workplace today? Explain.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

AUGUST 5 –AUGUST 11



Taken to Court
READ: MICAH 6: 1-16

1. “I worship every week. I give generously to the church. What
more does God expect from me? Isn’t that enough?” What
would you say to this person?

2. What was the cause of the guilt of these people? Can you see
why the Lord brought “a charge” against his people (2)?

3. If God were to bring a “charge” against the Christian church
today, what might it be?  What “charge” might he bring against
our country? Explain.

4. The people seemed to feel “burdened” by the Lord (3). Have
you ever felt that way? If so, explain why you felt that way and
how you reacted.

5. Verse 8 is well known. What do you think it means, in practi-
cal terms? How might you or others like you carry out this “re-
quirement”?

6. If someone were to ask you, “How can I please and worship
God rightly?” what would you say?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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“Don’t Tempt Me”
READ: 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13 AND LUKE 4:1-13

1. “I’m following Christ and in touch with him each day. I don’t
think I need to worry about temptation. I can deal with it.”
What do you think about this? 

2. What valuable “warnings” are given to the prudent Christian
in this passage? What “warnings” has God provided you? How
have they come?

3. What are some common temptations that you are subject to?
How do you deal with them? Have you been successful? Why
or why not?

4. Have you experienced God providing a way for you to “stand
up” under temptation? If so, share as many details as you can.

5. Do you think that Jesus was really tempted by Satan? If so,
how did Jesus “stand up” to those temptations and resist
them?  What can you learn from that?

6. If someone asked you what’s the best way to build up your re-
sistance to temptation, what would you tell them? Have you
tried it?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

AUGUST 19 –AUGUST 25



Understand the Consequences
READ: PSALM 78:1-33 AND NUMBERS 14:1-25

1. “Why doesn’t God give me what I asked for? I need it and I de-
serve it. I’m beginning to think I can’t count on God anymore.”
What would you say to this person?

2. What great sin(s) did the people commit that provoked the
Lords anger? Are there modern forms of those sins today? If
so, what are they?

3. What do you think it means to “test” the Lord? Do you think
you or someone you know has ever done it?

4. We don’t often think of God as getting angry. What do you
think makes God angry? How do you expect God to act when
angry?

5. How should one respond if he sins, tests or angers the Lord?
Explain why you say that. 

6. Does being forgiven by God always remove the consequences
of our sin? Why or why not? Can you give examples from your
experience or that of others you know?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Hell Is No Joke!
READ: LUKE 16:19-31

1. “I want to go to Hell. After all, most of my friends will be
there.” If you heard someone say that, what would you reply?

2. Do you believe in Hell, a place of eternal torment? Is it recon-
cilable with a loving God? Explain why or why not.

3. According to this parable, why was this rich man in Hell? What
had he done or not done? Do you think this was a just fate?
Explain.

4. What have you learned with certainly about Hell from this
parable? Does anything surprise or offend you?

5. How does the picture of hell in this parable compare with the
conception of Hell that most people you know have?  What
differences? Any similarities? Inaccuracies?

6. What, if anything, can believers like you do to help others un-
derstand the reality of Hell?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

SEPTEM
BER 2 –

SEPTEM
BER 8



Child-like not Childish
READ: LUKE 18:15-17 

1. “Children should be primarily learners in church. They don’t
yet know enough to be able to contribute. That will come
when they grow up.” How do you feel about this statement?

2. What do you think Jesus means by “the kingdom of God be-
longs to such” as children (16)?

3. Are there ways that churches and individual Christians “hin-
der” children from coming to Jesus today? If so, what are they?
Give examples you have seen or experienced.

4. What do you think is so special about a child that Jesus would
commend them as spiritual examples (17)? How would they
“receive the kingdom of God” differently from an adult?

5. What have you learned or could you learn from a child about
following Jesus? What lessons do you think most Christians
you know would benefit from learning?

6. What do you remember about your faith as a child that would
be good for you to recapture today? How can you begin to
exercise a child-like faith today?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Facing Down Opposition
READ: ACTS 6:8-15

1. “Anyone can believe just about anything today and everyone’s
religion is respected so I don’t expect to face any opposition
as a Christian.” Do you agree with this? If not, explain.

2. What was the basis for opposition to Stephen? How was he
able to stand up to it?

3. What kinds of opposition, if any, do Christians you know face?
How serious is it? How do they deal with it? Give specific ex-
amples if you can.

4. Have you ever faced any serious opposition to your faith? If so,
explain why and how you faced it. If not, say why not.

5. Do you believe opposition of some sort is the “norm” or ex-
ceptional for Christians such as you? If a believer never faces
opposition of any kind, what does that indicate to you?

6. If a fellow believer was facing serious opposition to their faith
in a public forum (workplace, public agency), how would you
advise them to act? What is the basis for your advice?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

SEPTEM
BER 15 –

SEPTEM
BER 22



God’s Useful Tool
READ: ACTS 8:26-40

1. “I want God to use me but I’m not sure how to be ready and
when. Can you help me?” What would reply to this believer?

2. How did Philip show that he was ready and willing to be used
by God in the life of the Ethiopian? 

3. Philip was near the chariot and ready when the Spirit
prompted him. How do you get and/or keep ready to share
your faith with someone who’s ready to hear it?

4. How can you tell if a person is really open and ready to hear
about the Gospel? Have you known anyone like this Ethiopian?

5. Have you had an experience like Philip and the Ethiopian—ei-
ther as the one sharing or the one seeking? If so, explain.

6. What Bible passage(s) would you use in sharing the Gospel
with an interested friend? Explain why you would choose
those.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Notes



Get Your Copy of DISCOVERY®

Discovery is the quarterly Bible Reading Guide that
takes you through representative portions of every Bible
book in four years, reading 10-20 verses per day. It in-
cludes life-related explanations of each passage, prayers,
applications and more. To get your copy, contact your
church or Scripture Union: 1-800-621-LAMP (5267),
www.ScriptureUnion.org. Thanks! 


