
Group
Discussion
Guide

A BIBLE READING PUBLICATION

Extra





How to Use the Extra Discussion Guide

The DiscoveryExtra Discussion Guide
is a companion to Scripture Union’s 
Discovery daily Bible reading guide, 
published quarterly. The Discussion Guide
features a set of questions based on a
topic arising from the previous week’s
readings. It enables a small group or
Sunday School class to share personal
insights from their readings in God’s
Word that week and then discuss the
topic, using the suggested questions.

Each week’s DiscoveryExtra
discussion page will look like this:

To get the most from your 
discussion time, just follow these 5 simple steps:

w Prepare to read and discuss God's Word. That may include worship
and/or prayer.

w Share insights each has gained from the past week's readings.

w Read the passage chosen for your group’s 
discussion this week.

w Discuss the passage, using the discussion questions as a guide.

w Pray about what you’ve learned from God’s Word. You may use the 
Prayer Journal on the inside back cover of the Discovery daily Bible
Reading Guide for personal prayer reminders.

What Good Is Hardship?
READ: ACTS 14:21-28 AND ALSO JAMES 1:2-4

1. “When I became a Christian, I expected Jesus to take care of

my problems, but it seems life is more complicated now, not

less. I’m confused.” What would you say to this person?
2. Paul said, “We must go through many hardships to enter the

kingdom of God” (22). What do you think he means? Do you

think that applies to us and our lives today? Explain.3. What positive and negative roles do you see hardships and

difficulties playing in the life of a follower of Jesus?4. Have you experienced any hardships that have strengthened

(or weakened) your faith? If so, tell what difference they made

to you. 

5. Some people think that Christians in countries where it’s

harder to be a Christian are stronger in their faith. What do

you think? Explain.

6. Churches often face hardships, too. Have you seen churches

grow and learn from hardships? If so, share.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

OC
TO

BE
R 

14
 –

OC
TO

BE
R 

20



Do Churches Have Barriers?
READ: ACTS 10:9-23a

1. “We’re all more comfortable around people like us who share
our backgrounds. It’s just natural that churches are like that.”
Do you agree? Do you feel that’s good or not so good?

2. What “barrier” did Peter have to cross in order to go to
Cornelius’ house? How serious do you think it was?

3. Have you had to fight or cross any barriers in churches you’ve
been part of? If so, share.

4. Are there barriers that churches put up (perhaps uninten-
tionally) that keep certain people out? Are there any in yours?
If so, give examples you know of.

5. Are there people in your community that wouldn’t be wel-
come or feel welcome in your church? If so, why? What could
be done to change that?

6. How does your church make people of diverse backgrounds
feel comfortable worshiping there? How comfortable are you
with such diversity?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Mixing with the “Wrong Crowd”
READ: ACTS 11:1-18 AND ALSO LUKE 19:1-10

1. “Since I became a Christian, does God expect me to turn my
back on all my friends, just because they don’t always behave
the right way?”  What do you think?

2. How did Peter defend his actions to the apostles? Can you
think of a contemporary way to make that defense today?

3. Who would be the modern equivalent of “Gentiles” (18) that
Christians might (wrongly) avoid contact with today? Have you
seen it happen? If so, share.

4. Have you had any experience of close friendships with a non-
believer? If so, how did you decide about when, where and
what activities you could or couldn’t share with them?

5. Have you (or has someone you know) ever had to defend
your friendship or activities with a non-believer? What was the
“charge”? What defense was given? 

6. What “qualifications” do you think a person should show in
order to worship at your church? Explain your answer.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

OCTOBER 7 –
OCTOBER 13



What Good Is Hardship?
READ: ACTS 14:21-28 AND ALSO JAMES 1:2-4

1. “When I became a Christian, I expected Jesus to take care of
my problems, but it seems life is more complicated now, not
less. I’m confused.” What would you say to this person?

2. Paul said, “We must go through many hardships to enter the
kingdom of God” (22). What do you think he means? Do you
think that applies to us and our lives today? Explain.

3. What positive and negative roles do you see hardships and
difficulties playing in the life of a follower of Jesus?

4. Have you experienced any hardships that have strengthened
(or weakened) your faith? If so, tell what difference they made
to you. 

5. Some people think that Christians in countries where it’s
harder to be a Christian are stronger in their faith. What do
you think? Explain.

6. Churches often face hardships, too. Have you seen churches
grow and learn from hardships? If so, share.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Agreeing to Disagree Agreeably! 
READ: ACTS 15:36-41

1. “If people in church have disagreements, they should pray
about it and talk together until they can agree. We can’t have
disagreements in church.” Do you agree? Explain.

2. Do you think Paul and Barnabas settled their disagreement
the right way? If so, explain why. If not, explain what you think
they should have done and why.

3. Have you been involved in any serious disagreements in your
church? If so, what did you do? If not, what would you do? 

4. We know how destructive disagreements can be. Can serious
disagreements between Christians ever result in good? If so, ex-
plain how and why. If you’ve seen it happen, give an example.

5. Some people think that disagreements between Christians are
a private matter for those involved. What do you think? Is
there a role for the church to play in settling disagreements?

6. What guidelines do or would you follow in trying to settle a se-
rious disagreement with another Christian? How might your
way differ from that of a non-Christian?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

OCTOBER 21 –
OCTOBER 27



One Very Special Name
READ: ACTS 19:1-20

1. “I hear people say Jesus’ name as a swear word so much, I
hardly notice it any more. I don’t like it but I don’t make a fuss
about it either.”  Do you agree with this sentiment?

2. Why do you think the name of Jesus was held in high honor
in Ephesus (17)? What was the effect of this?

3. What are some of the not so obvious ways that Jesus’ name
is dishonored around you today? Are Christians involved in
any of them?

4. For many people, Jesus’ name is used casually as a swear
word. With so many Christians in our country, why do you
think that is? 

5. What can and should people like you do to honor Jesus’ name
in our society? Can you give some practical examples? How do
you do that now?

6. What does the name “Jesus” mean to you? How do you honor
it personally?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Is Compromise Always Bad?
READ: ACTS 21:17-26

1. “I know other Christians believe differently than I do, but I won’t
compromise in any way just to make them comfortable or
make them like me. That wouldn’t be right.” What do you think?

2. How would you describe Paul’s actions here (24,25)? Would
you call them an unwise “compromise” of his faith or being
sensitive to the feelings of others? Explain.

3. “Compromise” often has a negative connotation, especially
among Christians. Do you think that’s accurate? Can Chris-
tians ever compromise in matters of faith?

4. Have you (or has someone you know) ever been in a situation
like Paul was? If so, what did you (or they) do and why? 

5. How do you decide what behavior is right or wrong for you
when dealing with Christians who may have stricter views
than yours on matters of faith? Can you give an example?

6. What compromises have you had to make to get along with
other Christians (maybe even in your own church). How do
you feel about those compromises?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

NOVEM
BER 4 –

NOVEM
BER 10



Falsely Accused!
READ: ACTS 24:1-27 AND ALSO MARK 15:1-15

1. “When someone accuses you falsely, you can’t let it go un-
challenged. After all, they’re not just smearing you, but all
Christians and Jesus, too.” Do you agree? Explain.

2. How would you describe the way Paul responded to the false
accusations against him? Do you agree with how he responded?
Why or why not?

3. Do you think that fierce opposition is or should be the nor-
mal experience of Christians today? Why or why not?

4. Have you experienced any strong opposition to sharing your
faith? If so, how did you respond? 

5. What, if anything, does it say if a Christian goes their whole life
without experiencing any opposition of any kind?

6. What can you learn from Jesus’ response to false accusations?
What lessons may or may not apply to Christians today?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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How To Convince Others
READ: ACTS 28:17-31

1. “People either choose to believe or they don’t. That’s between
them and God. I don’t think there’s anything I can do.” Do
you agree? Explain.

2. How did Paul go about trying to convince his hearers of the truth
of the Gospel? Why do you think some were not convinced?

3. What do you think is the most effective way to convince peo-
ple to accept the Christian faith? Explain why you say that.

4. Have you ever tried to convince anyone of the truth of the
Gospel? If so, how did you go about it? What was the result?

5. What do you think keeps people from agreeing with the
Gospel today? What would you like to see change?

6. What convinced you of the truth of the Gospel? How could
you share that with a non-believer?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

NOVEM
BER 18 –

NOVEM
BER 24



What Is God Like?
READ: ISAIAH 40:12-31 AND ALSO PSALM 145:8-21

1. “It’s a puzzle to me to try to figure out what God is really like.
I know God loves me, but there must be more to know about
him. How can I find out?” What would you say to this person?

2. What do you learn about God from what Isaiah has written
here? What else do you know from other sources?

3. How would you describe the picture many non-believers you
know have of God? How does it differ from the one you have?

4. What are some of the ways that believers and non-believers
alike can and do form their understanding of who God is and
what God is like? Which are the most useful? Why?

5. What are the most special characteristics of God to you? Explain
why you say that.

6. How could people like you help others have a more complete
and accurate understanding of God? How does or could your
life do that?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Modern Day Idols
READ: ISAIAH 44:6-23

1. “People don’t have ‘idols’ today. Sure, they have heroes but
not idols. Everyone is captain of their own ship.” Do you
agree? Explain.

2. What are the devastating ways that the Lord mocks idols in
this passage?

3. People may not make idols out of wood or stone today, but
what would you say are the biggest idols for the people you
know?

4. How do think people go about choosing or building their idols
today? Can you give an example?

5. What idols tempt you the most? How do you resist their lure? 

6. Do Christians have idols that they worship along with the
Lord? If so, identify them. What effect do you think this has?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

DECEM
BER 2 –

DECEM
BER 8



Moving Up By Moving Down
READ: MARK 10:35-45

1. “What the matter with wanting to be recognized and having
some power and influence? It’s a normal human thing, isn’t
it?” How would you answer?

2. What were James and John looking for and what surprise did
Jesus give them? 

3. How do most people you know pursue “greatness”? How
does this differ from Jesus’ way?

4. What do you think it means, in concrete, practical terms, to
be “your servant” and “slave of all” (43-44)? Is this possible
and practical today? Explain.

5. Do you know anyone who has practiced Jesus’ way to being
“great”? If so, share.

6. How might (or how do) Jesus’ words and example effect the
way you act, especially within your church and with other
Christians?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Get Your “Soul Food”
READ: ISAIAH 55:1-13

1. “Religion is for weak people. It’s a crutch. I certainly don’t need
it. No one really should.” How would you answer this person?

2. What do you think that God is offering his people through
these words of Isaiah? What is the cost involved ? 

3. What are people you know especially “hungry and thirsty” for
today? How are they trying to satisfy those desires? 

4. What do you think keeps some people you know from taking
up God’s offer? 

5. Do you know anyone or of anyone who is seeking their “soul
food” in unproductive and futile ways? If so, share the particulars.

6. How do you satisfy your own spiritual “hunger and thirst”? How
would you advise an interested non-believer to satisfy theirs?

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?

DECEM
BER 16 –

DECEM
BER 22



Clearing Up Any Misconceptions
READ: MATTHEW 3:1-12

1. “I was baptized and raised in the church. I go to church regu-
larly and give to the church, too. I’m a good Christian, aren’t I?”
What do you think?  Is there anything you’d say to this person?

2. How would you describe John’s basic message to those peo-
ple? Why was he angry with them?

3. If you had the opportunity, how might you say John’s message
to people around you? What reactions would you expect?

4. Why is “fruit in keeping with repentance” (8) important? Can
you give concrete examples of such fruit that you’ve seen?

5. What misconceptions about repentance and salvation do peo-
ple you know have? Are Christians responsible in any way? If
so, how?

6. Is there any way that Christians or the church (or your church)
could do a better job of helping people understand what it
means to repent, be baptized and follow Jesus? Explain your
answer.

My Insights: What did you learn from God’s Word this past week?
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Notes



Get Your Copy of DISCOVERY®

Discovery is the quarterly Bible Reading Guide that
takes you through representative portions of every Bible
book in four years, reading 10-20 verses per day. It in-
cludes life-related explanations of each passage, prayers,
applications and more. To get your copy, contact your
church or Scripture Union: 1-800-621-LAMP (5267),
www.ScriptureUnion.org. Thanks! 


